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FOLLOWING IS CONSENSUS OF DISCUSSIONS IN.. SEACOORD MEETING ON . • 
DRV., , 

AS HANOI VIEWED DEVELOPMENTS IN SVN UP TO TIME OF RECENT JOINT 
US/GVN REPRISAL STRIKES AGAINST DRV MaiTARY TARGES , 1 DJV _ Y 

' LEADERS COULD FEEL CONFIDENT THAT SITUATION IN SVN, SS ' * 

EVOLVING IN HANOI’S FAVOR, BOTH PO^KI^LU AND MILITARILY. ? 

CFN 2712 477 376 27 560 429 1653 1291 SEACOORD DRV LVN USAjVN 
DRV BRV SVN - ' f .. . • 
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MILITARILY, HANOI HAD SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED ITS. ASStTS IN 
SVN THROUGH INCREASED ICFILTR AT ION OF TRAINED PERSONNc.- AND 
RE-EQUIFPUNG VC MAIN FORCES WITH MODERN FAMILY Or CHICOM 
COPIES OF SOVIET -TYPE WEAPONS. THE WAR HAD GENERALLY DtVLOPED 
IN ITS FAVOR. POLITICALLY, HANOI ‘COULD POINT TC 
INSTAB ILITY IN SAIGON WITH RAP^D JJJ A J;SES^Or GOVERNMENT A*D 
ACCOMPANYING GRADUAL DISLOCTIONS IN C^UNiRYSIDE. JHI S C OUPUHD 
WITH TRADITIONAL DIVISIONS IN SOUTH VI.ii NAM- SOC I M Y PPOV i® 2,0 
THE VC WITH AMPLE GR0Ui-7D FOR. EXPLOITATION, p ROM THIS VAN^Ao- 
FCINT. HANOI REGIME COULD LOOK FORWARD TO EVcNTUALl- WlNN-i-.u 
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THE WAR IN SVN. AT SAME TIME DRV HOPED THAT VICTORY COULD B E ' 
ACHIEVED WITHOUT PROVOKING MAJ^R COUNTERBLOWS OR EXCESSIVE ' 
INTERNATIONAL INVOLVEMENT IN VIET-NAM. 

WHILE RETALIATORY AIR STRIKES' AGAINST DRV MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 
BEGINNING ON FEB 7 INJECTED NEW FACTOR INTO SITUATION, IT SEEMS 
•.TO US TO EE EVIDENT THAT TO DATE HANOI HAS NOT READ CLEAR SIGNAL 
US TO THE EXTENT AND DEGREE OF US DETERMINATION AND INTENTIONS. 

IT STILL COUNTS ON KEEPING INITIATIVE. THUS FAR THE SPECTER 
OF CONTINUED RETALIATORY STRIKES IS OFFSET. BY HANOI'S 

READING OF AMERICAN AND FOREIGN PRESS, DIPLOMATIC AND OTHER 
’SOURCES AS DESIRE OF UNITED STATES TO FIND A FACE-SAVING SOLUTION 
THAT WOULD PERMIT US DISENGAGEMENT. 

WHILE OFFICIAL AMD PU3LIC REACTIONS TO JOINY AIR STRIKES IN 
THAILAND, LAOS AMD SVN HAVE BEEN UNIVERSALLY FAVOR a BLE, 

THERE IF STILL CONSIDERABLE DOUBT AS TO WHETHER STRIKES WERE 
MERELY REPRISALS FOR SPECIFIC VC OUTRAGES AGAINST AMERICANS 
OR A 'FART OF A SYSTEMATIC DEVELOPING PROGRAM OF PRESSURE AGAINST 
THE DRV WHICH WE ARE PREPARED TO CARRY THROUGH TO ACCOMPLISH • 

OUR ANNOUNCED OBJECTIVES. THE THAIS IN PARTICULAR ARE CONVINCED 

Hanoi has not read a clear signal; they believe neither the 

SOVIETS NOR CHI COM S WILL FACE A CONFRONTATION WITH THE US 
•IF JOINT US/GVN AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST DRV' MILITARY TARGETS 
ARE CONDUCTED IN A DISCRIMINATING MANNER. SOUVANNA PHOUMA IS 
ENCOURAGED TO THE POINT WHERE HE APPEARS TO BE WILLING 
TO PLACE HIS CONFIDENCE IN THE US AND DECLINE TO HEDGE HIS 
BETS WITH THE FRENCH •• 

WITH REGARD TO GENERAL DRV TaCTICS WITHIN COMMUNIST BLOC, 

DRV HAS ATTEMPTED TO REGAIN NEUTRAL IDEOLOGICAL POSITION IN 
SINO-SOVIET SPLIT IN ORDER OBTAIN MAXIMUM SUPPORT WITHOUT 
EXCESSIVELY OFFENDING THE CPR. HOWEVER, THIS WILL BE PUT TO THE 
: .TEST IF THE SOVIETS ATTEMPT TO EXERT HEAVY PRESSURE ON THE DRV 
CFN YVN VC DRV NOT US/GVN DRV SOUVAMNA PHOUMA US DRV CPR 
DRV 
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FOR ATTENDANCE AT TME MARCH 1 MOSCOW MEETING AS TfiUCE FOR SOVIET 
WI’N. HANOI MUST VIEW WITH DISAPPOINTMENT REACTIONS OF USSR 
AND THE CPR TO THE JOINT US/GVN REPRISAL STRIKES. IN EFFECT 
THE SOVIETS BACKED AWAY FROM FULL .SUPPORT OF DRV WITH ONLY 
MODERATE LANGUAGE AND HAVE PUBLICLY RESERVED THEIR POSITION; 

THE CHINESE GOADED THE DRV TO STRONGER ACTIONS BUT APPEARED 
TO RETREAT FROM EARLIER PUBLIC, COMMITMENT. RECENT DRV /SOVIET 
RAPPROCHEMENT MAY BE CONSOLIDATED THROUGH ECONOMIC AND MILITARY 
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AID AGREEMENT ALTHOUGH IT UNLIKELY SOVIETS WILL INTRODUCE ' 
SOPHISTICATED MILITARY EQUIPMENT (SUCH JS SAM 2* S) WHICH REQUIRE 
SUSTANT I AL TRAINING OR SOVIET TECHNICIANS. • * • 


IN ITS REACTION TO INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES FOR CONFERENCE ON N 
VIET-NAM, DRV HAS MADE VAGUE' NOISES FROM TIME TO TIME INDICATING 
DRV WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT A CONFERENCE. -HOWEVER 9 THESE HAVE 
BEEN AND ARE LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO BE CAREFULLY CONTROLLED HINTS 
DESIGNED TO GENERATE OPPOSITION TO US/GVN STRIKES. IT IS DOUBTFUL 
WHETHER DRV LEADERS ARE WILLING TO TALK IN -ANY MEANINGFUL WAY 
NOW BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE AT THIS STAGE THAT THEY CAN WIN. 

CFN 1 SAM2* S BRV US/GVN 
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PROSPECTS FO.R THE FUTURE ARE THAT DRV WILL BASICALLY CONTINUE 
ITS PRESENT TACTICS IN S VN AND WILL ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THE 
SCOPE AND TEMPO OF ITS EFFORTS. (DRV/CHICOM- MOVES TO RE- 
EQUIP VC WITH MODERN FAMILY OF WEAPONS REQUIRING HEAVY LOGISTICAL • ■ 
SUPPORT FOR AMMUNITION CLEARLY INDICATED AN INTENTION' TO INTENSIFY 
WARE AND CONFIDENCE IN. THEIR ABILITY TO PROVIDE NECESSARY 
LOGISTIC SUPPORT.) WILL HOPE TO KEEP US OFF BALANCE BY VARYING 
TYPE AND PACE OF VC ACTIVITIES. TAYLOR *• - . .. •} 

BT . .■$ 

CFN DRV SVN DRV VC US 1 . • 1 
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